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emptied the bowls in which she had served them, she struck
them with her wand, drove them off, and penned them in the
pigsties. For now to all appearance they were swine: they had
pigs9 heads and bristles, and they grunted like pigs; but their
minds were as human as they had been before the change. In-
deed, they shed tears in their sties. But Circe flung them some
mast, acorns, and comel-berries, and left them to eat this pigs'
fodder and wallow in the mud.
'Meanwhile Eurylochus came back to the good black ship to
report the catastrophe his party had met with. He was in such
anguish that for all his eagerness to tell us he could utter not a
single word; his eyes were filled with tears, and the rising sobs
stuck in his throat. Aghast at the sight, we all bombarded him
with questions, till at length the story of his comrades' fate came
out.
( "My lord Odysseus," he said, "we followed your orders.
We made our way through the oaklands and in a clearing in a
glade we came to a well-built castle of dressed stone. Someone
was working at a great loom inside and singing in a clear voice—
either a goddess or a woman. My men gave a shout to attract her
attention, m a moment she came out, opened the polished doors,
and invited us in. Not knowing better, the men followed her
into the house in a-body. But I stayed where I was, for I thought
it might be a trap. And now the whole party have vanished. Not
a single man showed up, though I sat there a long time and kept
a sharp lookout."
* When I heard this story I slung my bow over my shoulder,
and my big bronze sword in its silver scabbard, and I told Eury-
lochus to take me back with him by the way he had come. But
he threw his arms round my knees in supplication and broke
into a pitiful appeal.
' "My king," he said, "leave me behind and don't force me to
go with you there. You will never come back yourself and you
won't rescue a man of your crew. I am certain of it. Let us get
away quickly with those that are left here. We might still save

